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PREMIER - CENSURE FOR FAILURE TO CONDEMN HON SHELLEY ARCHER 
Standing Orders Suspension - Motion 

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Leader of the Opposition) [12.03 pm] - without notice:  I move -  

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the following motion to be 
moved forthwith - 

That this house censures the Premier for his failure to condemn the member for the Mining and 
Pastoral Region, Hon Shelley Archer, MLC, in light of damning evidence presented at the 
Corruption and Crime Commission yesterday, and calls on the Premier to immediately demand 
her expulsion from the Labor Party. 

The SPEAKER:  Before I put the question, we need an absolute majority to pass this motion. 
Mr P.D. OMODEI:  The reason I am moving this motion to suspend standing orders, which will be the third 
time I have had to do so this week in light of the damning revelations of the Corruption and Crime Commission, 
is that we in Western Australia have a crisis of confidence in the whole of the government of Western Australia.  
On a daily basis minister after minister is being named in the Corruption and Crime Commission to the great 
embarrassment of the Premier of Western Australia and to the people of Western Australia.  Confidence in this 
state has been shattered as a result of the Corruption and Crime Commission’s revelations.  Because of its 
importance this matter needs to be discussed today. 
MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Leader of the House) [12.04 pm]:  Clearly a range of matters are afoot.  We 
will not deny the opposition the opportunity to raise this particular matter and we will accept a suspension of 
standing orders. 
Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Motion 
MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Leader of the Opposition) [12.04 pm]:  I move - 

That this house censures the Premier for his failure to condemn the member for the Mining and Pastoral 
Region, Hon Shelley Archer, MLC, in light of damning evidence presented at the Corruption and Crime 
Commission yesterday, and calls on the Premier to immediately demand her expulsion from the Labor 
Party. 

As I mentioned in my preliminary remarks, the revelations of the Corruption and Crime Commission are 
becoming beyond the pale.  In Western Australia today there is a crisis of confidence in the government.  Yet 
another member, a member of the Legislative Council, has been named in the Corruption and Crime 
Commission.  There is no doubt that Hon Shelley Archer has been caught passing confidential information to 
Brian Burke to further his commercial interests.  This member for the Mining and Pastoral Region was elected to 
represent the people of Western Australia, not as the member for Burke.  She has been facilitating Mr Burke’s 
business activities in this state, along with those of his partner, Julian Grill.  She has described Mr Burke as her 
mentor.  It took quite a while for counsel assisting the commission to extract from Hon Shelley Archer that she 
even knew Brian Burke, but we now know that theirs has been a long association. 

I will refer to some comments that were made in this house by the Premier and will quote directly from the 
Premier’s speech.  It goes like this - 

We hear a succession of people trying to defend their transgression of the boundaries that should exist, 
on the basis that it was innocent.  They say that this person is a friend; he may be a lobbyist, but he did 
not influence any decisions.  Brian Burke and Julian Grill extract personal financial gain from these 
relationships. 

The Premier put great emphasis on the following - 

People in political office who facilitate that personal financial gain are making huge errors.  That is 
what is being exposed at the Corruption and Crime Commission to people who cannot see it for 
themselves. 

The Premier goes on - 

The effect that Brian Burke and Julian Grill are having on politics, governance and business in this state 
is pernicious and malignant and it needs to be stopped. 

The Premier finally said - 

I intend to do everything I possibly can as an individual, as a member of the Labor Party, and as a 
member of the government and as the Premier of this state to stop what is happening permanently. 
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Yet another blatantly obvious example was presented to the Premier yesterday.  The member for the Mining and 
Pastoral Region Hon Shelley Archer has admitted that she had meetings with Brian Burke.  She has admitted 
passing on confidential information that should have been kept behind ministerial confines in the bailiwick of 
government.  She passed on a letter from the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure to the Shire of Broome, 
which was a very important letter regarding negotiations with the owners of Broome airport, being Broome 
International Airport.  That information gave Burke and Grill, who were acting on behalf of the Broome airport 
owners, a distinct advantage in their negotiations.  There is no doubt that they were on a retainer to assist people 
in relation to Broome airport.  The letter outlined the legal position not only of the council but also of the 
government, and possible negotiations and strategies for the council.  It was certainly a very handy letter for  
Mr Burke to have in his hand when he was negotiating behind closed doors.  The member for the Mining and 
Pastoral Region Hon Shelley Archer also used the Minister for Fisheries’ chief of staff to access information 
regarding the pearling industry in Western Australia, and passed that onto Brian Burke and Julian Grill.  At that 
time Brian Burke was acting as a lobbyist for pearlers in the north west.  Hon Shelley Archer said that she was 
the go-between.  She admitted that there were conversations with others that she passed onto Brian Burke.  It is 
all there in the transcript of the Corruption and Crime Commission.  It would be instructive for all members to 
read those transcripts.  The transcript gives an insight into what should not happen in Western Australia; that is, 
corrupt activities by members of government.   

The transcript indicates that Hon Shelley Archer also passed on to Brian Burke a draft phase 3 of the hatchery 
policy.  Obviously, that policy was limited to ministerial responsibility.  She also passed on a copy of a 
memorandum of understanding between the Northern Territory government and the Minister for Fisheries, 
which Minister Jon Ford had signed.  The minister’s chief of staff had access to Brian Burke and was passing on 
information via Hon Shelley Archer to Brian Burke and Julian Grill.  I would like to know whether the Premier 
has acted to remove that chief of staff from the minister’s office.  Not only did that person meet with Brian 
Burke and Julian Grill on two or three occasions, but also the Minister for Fisheries met with Julian Grill.  That 
information was passed on to Julian Grill and Brian Burke.   

The Premier has a very important task before him.  He must move very quickly.  If the Premier is to stand by his 
words in this Parliament on Tuesday, he must remove Shelley Archer from her positions and recommend her 
expulsion from the Labor Party.  On Tuesday the Premier removed Julian Grill’s protégé, John Bowler, from his 
position and recommended his expulsion from the Labor Party.  He has no alternative than to take the same 
action in this instance.  I challenge the Premier to do that.  I know that it is a task for the Premier because we 
know the connection between Shelley Archer and the union movement.  I understand that, at last count, in the 
past five years the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union had given $120 000 in donations to the 
Australian Labor Party.   

The challenge is before the Premier.  He must pick up that sledgehammer that Shelley Archer has been bandying 
around and smash that connection between Brian Burke and Kevin Reynolds and between Brian Burke and the 
union movement in Western Australia.  If he does not do that, he will be condoning the activities of his member.  
I have no doubt about that.  I have gone through the transcript and it is very damning.  Talk is cheap.  The 
Premier must immediately act on Shelley Archer.  She is on a couple of standing committees of this Parliament 
and she should be immediately removed from them and from the Labor Party.  It is passing strange that the three 
people who are currently in question and are still in the Labor Party are the former Minister for the Environment, 
the former member for Peel and Shelley Archer.  It appears that the Premier is quick to act on people like the 
member for Ballajura, who is expendable and in a safe Labor seat, or the member of Murchison-Eyre, who is in a 
safe Labor seat.  He recommended the member of Murchison-Eyre’s expulsion from not only the Labor Party, 
but also the Parliament.  However, when it comes to members of the Labor Party who have strong connections to 
the union movement, he will not act.  The Premier should show courage.  If he does not remove Hon Shelley 
Archer, who represents the Mining and Pastoral Region, he will be condoning the activities of Brian Burke, 
Julian Grill and Hon Shelley Archer.  Hon Shelley Archer has been caught out cold by the Corruption and Crime 
Commission.  If the Premier does not move on Shelley Archer, he will be shown to condone those activities.   

In the end, members on this side of the house and the people of Western Australia know that the Premier owes 
his existence to Brian Burke and Julian Grill.  The people who supported the Premier in his premiership bid were 
people who were put in their positions by Brian Burke and Julian Grill.  Today will be a test of the Premier’s 
character.   

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee - Premier) [12.14 pm]:  First, I unequivocally condemn the behaviour of a 
member of the upper house, Shelley Archer.  I spoke to her last night and to the two ministers involved and 
asked them about the documents.  I looked at the transcript.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Which two ministers?   
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Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Minister Ford and Minister MacTiernan.  I spoke to them about the status of the 
documents.  The Leader of the Opposition has thrown out this challenge to me to show some courage.  Me show 
courage!  The Leader of the Opposition has had opportunities to show some courage by doing something about 
his own team and he has refused, and all members opposite know it.  What have I done?   

Several members interjected.  

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  Your mob is at the CCC, not us. 

The SPEAKER:  The member for Murdoch!    

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I remember when the member for Vasse was at the CCC.  It was clear to everybody 
what should happen.  The Leader of the Opposition had the opportunity to show some courage then, and he did 
not.   

I have a very serious issue to deal with that is not only about one person.  I have a big issue to deal with, and I 
will deal with it.  I will deal with it irrespective of what members opposite say because I know that on this side I 
have to deal with it.  It does not matter to me what members opposite say; they can say whatever they like.  I 
know what I have to do.  I do not have a small issue before me.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Explain why expendable people have been expelled, but members of the union movement are 
not?   

The SPEAKER:  I urge the Leader of the Opposition to allow the Premier to answer his question and to not 
interject.  He may not like the way the Premier is answering the question, but this is a very serious matter and the 
Premier’s answer should be heard with the same respect that the Leader of the Opposition’s submission to this 
debate deserved.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I know what my responsibilities are and, at the moment, they are serious 
responsibilities.  If Hon Shelley Archer were a minister, I would have absolutely no hesitation in removing her 
from that ministry.  If she held an office in the Parliament such as that, I would have absolutely no hesitation in 
removing her from that office.  I do not believe she should be on any more committees of the Parliament.  She is 
on two.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Members!   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  This is a very different scenario from the one that confronted me with the member for 
Murchison-Eyre.  In my mind it is closely akin to the situation that faced the Leader of the Opposition with  
Hon Anthony Fels.   

An opposition member:  He has been dealt with.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Is he still a member of the opposition’s parliamentary team?  Yes. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Members! 

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  The Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I understand that this morning the CCC made it pretty clear that it does not consider 
that all the issues related to Hon Shelley Archer are closed.  If, and when, there is evidence of a sufficiently 
grave nature that I should take further action, I will.  Do not worry about that.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  We will see.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I will.  As part of what is happening, I have to treat people on the evidence - the facts - 
and properly.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I have warned members enough.  I call the members for Roe and Cottesloe to order.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  As I understand from the evidence and from speaking to Minister Ford, the MOU 
between the Western Australian government and the Northern Territory government would have been available; 
it is described as not a commercially sensitive document.  In relation to the policy matter, the hatchery document 
is a publicly available document, as I understand it.  Minister Ford told me that it is a publicly available 
document.   
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Ms S.E. Walker:  It is her behaviour and conduct -  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Yes.  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Have you read the transcript?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Yes, I have been through the transcripts.  I do not condone her behaviour.  The 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure made it clear that the document that was sent to the Shire of Broome, 
because it had been sent to a shire, would at some stage be a publicly available document.  Is that correct?  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  As I advised the Corruption and Crime Commission, I always presume that a 
document that goes to the council, just by the nature of its proceedings, is likely at some point to become public.   

Several members interjected.   

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I am in the middle of a process that I tend to pursue to the very end.  However, I will 
do so properly and in a way that I think is right.  As far the challenge that the opposition has thrown my way that 
I do not have any courage, I remind members that I am the sixth Labor leader since Brian Burke resigned in 
1988.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call to order the members for Cottesloe and Roe.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  In November last year, I made it perfectly clear - abundantly clear - that if Brian 
Burke was not thrown out of the Labor Party, I would walk.  Former Premier Brian Burke is out of the Labor 
Party.  Yesterday - I think it was yesterday, although events are tending to stream together - I made it abundantly 
clear that I wanted Julian Grill out of the Labor Party.  The influence of those two men is - as the Leader of the 
Opposition said yesterday or the day before - pernicious and malignant and cannot be tolerated.  Whenever 
behaviour is presented to me that requires action, I will act.  The suggestion that the opposition has put that 
somehow or other I am afraid to act in this situation because of connections inside the Labor Party is quite 
honestly ridiculous.   
Mr P.D. Omodei:  Why is Norm still there?  
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Norm Marlborough has gone; he is no longer relevant.  He is no longer a member of 
Parliament.  The Leader of the Opposition and I had a contest in the public domain about that matter.  The 
Leader of the Opposition initiated that contest, not me.  He built the matter up as a contest between the two of us.  
The people of the electorate of Peel had their say, and in a swing to the Labor Party we now have a new Labor 
member for Peel.   
Several members interjected.   
The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The idea that the opposition is trying to present that somehow or other I am afraid to 
take action when it was necessary is demonstrably ridiculous.  No other Labor leader in the past 20 years has 
done it.  Does anybody believe that the influence and connections that have been revealed by the proceedings of 
the CCC developed only in the last nine or 10 months?  Former Minister Bowler committed an offence and a 
grave mistake in discretion before he became a minister in 2004.  I know exactly what my predecessor tried to do 
and I admire him for it.  He wanted to keep those forces down.  However, they quite obviously continued to have 
influence.  If members think about what the member for Murchison-Eyre and the former member for Peel said 
and what they have been revealed to say, did they publicly demonstrate the relationship they had with Brian 
Burke, or did they take quite extraordinary measures to ensure that I had no knowledge of what they were doing?  
One of them established what he thought was a full-proof telecommunications mechanism of contact.  Did it 
matter to that former minister that there was a ban on contacting Brian Burke?  He wanted to ensure that nobody 
knew what he was doing and, unfortunately, the member for Murchison-Eyre did the same thing, although he 
actually visited Julian Grill’s home.  

I now turn to the issue of connections inside the Labor Party.  Members opposite should not present to me the 
view that I am captive to forces in the Labor Party.  

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  You’re a puppet!   

The SPEAKER:  I call the members for Greenough and Murdoch to order.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Members opposite know that I am not captive to any force.  They also know that the 
idea that I can be intimidated by any group, faction or individual in the Labor Party or anywhere else is not 
correct.  I say this to the Leader of the Opposition: no-one intimidates me.   
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Mr P.D. Omodei:  Kevin Reynolds has got you by the short and curlies!  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The Leader of the Opposition knows that that is not true.  No-one has intimidated me, 
no-one is intimidating me and no-one will intimidate me.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  We’ll see.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Members opposite will see.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  So we can expect three more of your colleagues to be sacked from the Labor Party very 
shortly; is that right? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The Leader of the Opposition will soon see, because as an individual he has a pretty 
good understanding of who I am and what I am.  

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected.   

The SPEAKER:  Order, Leader of the Opposition!   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The Leader of the Opposition has a pretty good understanding of what I am, who I am 
and why I am the way that I am.  Some of the people sitting around the Leader of the Opposition do not, but he 
does.  I say this to the Leader of the Opposition: the day I think I have been intimidated, I will be out of this 
place; I will leave.  The day I think I am intimidated in this position I will be out that door and I will not come 
back.  I can say that to the Leader of the Opposition and to the people of Western Australia, who may or may not 
be looking.  The day that anybody intimidates me in this role or any other role to do with my position, I am 
going out the door and I will not be back. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  If Shelley Archer is not sacked from the Labor Party by the end of the week that will show 
that you have been intimidated. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I will tell the Leader of the Opposition why.  First, if somebody was intimidating me I 
would know I could not stay here and do the job.  I would also know that I had become the same sort of person 
with the same sort of capacity for the problems we have seen emerging from the CCC.  It happens in politics all 
over the place.  It happens on the other side of the house.  It has happened on the Leader of the Opposition’s 
side.  I have watched it and observed it.  People become afraid to make the right decision because someone says 
to them, “If you do that, you will not get our support.”  That is what happens in politics.  I have had it said to me.  
I have also had it said to me as a journalist.  The only way to answer that is, “Do your best.” 

Ms S.E. Walker:  That is right. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  It is right, member for Nedlands.  When someone tries to intimidate, member for 
Cottesloe, the only response to that person is to say, “Do your best.  See what happens.”  As soon as someone 
concedes the ground, he is finished.  As soon as he concedes the ground, he becomes a captive of that person or 
group.  That is the difference.  There is something in human nature that must be dealt with.  As an individual one 
must have the guts to take responsibility for one’s actions.  When someone comes and says, “Carpenter, if you 
do A, B and C, I’ll do something and you are finished”, the only response from Carpenter is, “Do your best and 
see what happens.  Do your best and see how I respond.” 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  The only difference is you had other people do it for you.  You try to hold the high moral 
ground.  Grill and Burke’s influence got you to where you are today. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Let me take that on.  A little over 13 months ago I was on the last day of a four-week 
family holiday, the first I have had for several years, with my wife and four daughters.  We were ready to come 
back to Perth and I got a note under the door of the place where I was staying - Hon Norman Moore was also 
staying there - which said, “Your Premier has resigned.  Please contact your office.”  I did.  I went to the airport - 
I was going there anyway - and flew back to Perth with my wife and four daughters.  I was met by a bank of 
cameras and reporters similar to that which met me at the airport the other day.  I think the member for Vasse 
was there on both occasions. 

Mr T. Buswell:  I was, yes. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  It was a remarkable and probably horrible twist of circumstance.  Do members know 
what happened?  Do they know what my decision-making process was?  It was: should I or should I not put up 
my hand for that position?  I admired Geoff Gallop and everything he had done and was trying to do for the 
Labor Party and the people of Western Australia.  I had a discussion with my wife and with my four daughters.  
It was not an easy decision to make, but my wife said to me, “You’ve got a duty.  You can’t say no.”  She was 
right. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  How self-indulgent.   
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Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Yes, member for Cottesloe.   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Get back to Shelley Archer! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Vasse! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I have a duty and I cannot shirk that duty.  I cannot shirk that responsibility and I do 
not intend to.  Brian Burke was not among the people I spoke to in the time between getting back and being 
sworn in, and neither was Julian Grill.  I spoke to some of my caucus colleagues and to some of the people in the 
Labor Party but I certainly did not speak to Brian Burke.  In fact, if someone had indicated to me that this 
conspiracy theory the Leader of the Opposition is running was right, I probably would have said to my wife, 
“Hey, look at what’s going on.” 

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I have a duty to perform and I intend to do it.  First, I had to deal with the member for 
Ballajura.  Then I had to deal with the member for Peel and the member for Riverton.  I have said it before and I 
will say it again - he is in the chamber: I put the member for Riverton in a completely different category.  Then I 
had to deal with the member for Murchison-Eyre.  Members sat here yesterday and watched the member for 
Murchison-Eyre and saw what he was going through.  It is a tragic personal story.  I had to deal with that man, 
and I did.  I knew all the ramifications.  If Hon Shelley Archer’s behaviour was in the same category, I would 
deal with her in exactly the same way. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  When someone is in this position and must make a decision, the bluster people exude, 
including the bluster when Hon Shelley Archer came out of the CCC, does not come into it as far as I am 
concerned.  The bluster, which I categorise as daring someone to do something, does not come into it.  I have to 
do what I think is right.  From what I understand from the CCC, I do not believe the matters are completely over.  
If and when I have to make a decision that she cannot stay in the state Parliamentary Labor Party, I will make 
that decision.  The Leader of the Opposition could not make a decision about his deputy that he is asking me to 
make about Hon Shelley Archer. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Been cleared?   

An opposition member:  Yes. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  No he has not. 

That is the situation. 

Several members interjected.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Yes, I condemn that behaviour.  It is inappropriate; there is absolutely no question 
about it.   

Ms S.E. Walker:  It is corrupt, not inappropriate. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I totally reject that behaviour.  I cannot believe that she behaved that way.   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Is it corrupt?  You are the expert; was it corrupt? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I totally reject that behaviour.  As I understand it, the matter may still be before the 
commission.   

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The member understands that.  The member should make the assertion.  The matter is 
still before the CCC, as I understand it. 

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  So you condone that behaviour? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  No, I certainly do not condone that behaviour.  If Hon Shelley Archer held an office 
such as minister, I would strip her of that office. 

Ms S.E. Walker:  She holds the office of member of Parliament. 

The SPEAKER:  Members, I have allowed as much leeway as I can in relation to allegations about a person in 
the chamber that we occupy being corrupt.  The motion before the house does not permit that allegation to be 
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made.  I urge members to look at what the motion says, and they will see the substantive motion does not extend 
to that. 

Mr M.J. Birney:  What are the reasons you would strip her of ministerial office if she were a minister? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Because I do not believe it is appropriate for a member of Parliament to act, in the first 
instance, on behalf of a lobbyist like that. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  You guys act on behalf of lobbyists. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!  Therein lies the problem of cross-interjections.  They do not add to the 
debate. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I have made that perfectly clear. 

Mr M.J. Birney:  Did you not say that those documents were available publicly anyway; and, if so, what has she 
done wrong? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  No.  I said that they could have become publicly available. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  As I understand it, one of the documents was publicly available at that time.  The 
letter that the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure had sent to the council was provided by the minister to 
Hon Shelley Archer. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Who got it first? 

Ms S.E. Walker:  And she secretly gave it to Brian Burke. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!  I call the member for Nedlands to order and I call the member for Cottesloe 
to order for the third time. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I have made my point and my position abundantly clear.  In relation to the Leader of 
the Opposition’s motion, he is right.  The member’s behaviour was totally unacceptable.  However, I do not 
believe, on the basis of the information I have been given, that it warrants Hon Shelley Archer being thrown out 
of the state Parliamentary Labor Party at this stage.  However, I do not believe that the matter is over with yet.  I 
will make another decision if and when I am required. 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [12.41 pm]:  I would like the Premier to stay 
and listen what I have to say. 

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  I am staying. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  At the beginning of the week, the Premier said that he would clear the rats out of the ranks 
of the Labor Party.  At the Corruption and Crime Commission yesterday, the honourable - a term I use loosely - 
Shelley Archer said that she was Brian Burke’s go-between for the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and 
the Minister for Fisheries.  She has duped the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure into giving her 
information to pass on to Brian Burke.  The Premier has called for the public of Western Australia to give him 
the support to clear the rats out of the ranks.  The Premier stood before us today and said that Hon Shelley 
Archer was not a rat in the ranks.  It is clearly untenable for the member of the Mining and Pastoral Region,  
Hon Shelley Archer, to remain in Parliament if the Premier intends to clear the Labor Party of the rats in its 
ranks.  If the Premier intends to convince the public of Western Australia that he has control of Parliament and of 
the Labor Party and that Brian Burke and Julian Grill do not have their tentacles into every facet of the 
government, people such as Hon Shelley Archer cannot remain in the Parliament.  I know what the Premier is 
trying to do because he has made it very clear.  However, I have seen only one government member back up the 
Premier, and that is the member for Joondalup.  He is reported in the newspaper today as saying - 

Bowler is gone, Burke is gone so Grill should be gone and anybody who has any association with those 
two characters (Burke and Grill), quite frankly they should be gone . . .  

The great challenge for the Premier is to get each member of the Labor Party to line up behind him and make 
exactly the same statement as that made by the member for Joondalup.  They are not doing it.  They have had 
numerous opportunities in this Parliament to say that enough is enough and that they would support the Premier 
in his efforts to clean up the mess, but where are they?  Why are they not standing up and saying that  
Hon Shelley Archer’s acting as the go-between for Brian Burke and Julian Grill and doing their bidding is 
unacceptable?  The Premier can argue that it was a public document, but the public is watching this closely and 
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they can see that while Hon Shelley Archer remains seated in this house, Brian Burke has his tentacles in this 
government.  It is very clear.  We do not need to see any more evidence from the Corruption and Crime 
Commission put on the table.  The Premier said he would act decisively.  Today is the first indication to me that 
he is not acting decisively on the matter of Hon Shelley Archer.  The Premier’s colleagues are not backing him 
and there has been no mention from the Labor Party lay organisation that it will back the Premier to achieve that. 

As I said earlier, I take great pride in being a member of this Parliament and representing the electorate of 
Merredin.  However, I do not take great pride that while Hon Shelley Archer remains a member of Parliament, I 
will be tarred with the same brush of corruption and of having links to Brian Burke and Julian Grill.  The people 
of Western Australia want the Premier to clean up the Labor Party.  The influence of Burke will continue to 
pervade this Parliament if the Premier cannot remove Hon Shelley Archer from the Labor Party.  I believe she 
should be removed from the Parliament.  Burke’s influence will continue to pervade this Parliament also while 
the member, who says she is a go-between for Brian Burke, remains a member of Parliament, and while Brian 
Burke continues to be the mentor to and close family friend of Hon Shelley Archer.  Therefore, neither the public 
nor this chamber can have confidence in this government.  Until each member of the government stands up and 
starts to publicly back the Premier - not behind closed doors and in the corridors - and puts on record that they 
will support the Premier in getting rid of the influence of Burke and Grill, the public can have no confidence in 
the government.  If the public has no confidence, the Premier’s position is untenable, and when the Premier’s 
position becomes untenable, it is time to go back to the people and sort out this mess once and for all. 

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [12.46 pm]:  I have read the transcript of the evidence Hon Shelley Archer gave 
at the Corruption and Crime Commission.  I must admit that the more I read of it, the worse it got.  It appears 
that she has no moral compass whatsoever.  From what the Premier said today, it appears that he also has lost his 
moral compass.  The definition of misconduct in the Corruption and Crime Commission Act states - 

Misconduct occurs if - 

  (a) a public officer - 

that includes a member of parliament - 

  corruptly takes advantage of the public officer’s office or employment as a public 
officer to obtain a benefit for himself or herself or for another person . . .  

That is what Hon Shelley Archer was doing. 

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  Did Anthony Fels do that? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I am talking about Hon Shelley Archer and what she is doing at the moment.  I am saying 
that the Premier stood here today and said that what she did was inappropriate.  It was far worse than that; it was 
politically corrupt.  She was behaving covertly and she was betraying her ministerial colleagues.  She went 
behind their backs.  I will come back to the letters that the Premier wheedled his way out of in this sad and sorry 
story.  Hon Shelley Archer gave Brian Burke a letter from the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure that was 
sent to the Shire of Broome regarding the shifting of the Broome airport in which the minister outlined the 
government’s strategy.  Hon Shelley Archer gave that letter to Brian Burke covertly so that he could use it to 
prepare a report for his clients, the Broome International Airport Holdings, which owned the airport and which 
was in competition with the shire! 

The CCC transcripts are a must-read for each member of parliament.  They reveal that many members of 
Parliament do not have a moral compass.  They do not understand.  Having read it again today - the member for 
Alfred Cove touched on this matter either yesterday or the day before - I believe that there should be mandatory 
training to show members where the line is.  Upon reading the evidence Hon Shelley Archer gave, it is obvious 
to me that she has revealed her deeply flawed character, which is sad.  She has been prepared to slavishly act as a 
handmaiden to Brian Burke.  It is pathetic to read about this woman, who is in a position of power in this state, 
and her drivelling acquiescence to Brian Burke.  When she was supposed to be at her electorate office doing 
work for her constituents, she was either running errands for him or sneaking around government members and 
trying to weasel out a piece of information from them to pass on to Brian Burke.  She was betraying them and 
yet they are still going to keep her in the party!  I will give members an example.  I will refer to the letters which 
she received and to which the Premier has referred.  The Premier stood in this place and said that he had spoken 
to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  I am gobsmacked to think that the minister, along with the 
Premier, can sit in this place after working out this spin and say that it was going to be made public anyway.  
That is the issue.  It was not public.  The minister gave the letter to Hon Shelley Archer, who said that the next 
day she went to the shire and got a copy of the minister’s letter that outlined the strategies she put in place to 
ensure that the airport remained where it was.  Brian Burke was acting for the Broome corporation that owned 
the airport, and which wanted it to remain where it was.  What did Shelley Archer do?  She gave the letter to 
Brian Burke, who was being paid to prepare a report for that corporation.  It was not a public document at that 
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stage.  If, as the member for Nedlands, people give me a piece of correspondence in the course of my having an 
engagement with them, my staff and I always ask whether we can release it.  Shelley Archer did not. 

I turn to page 990 of the transcript.  It states -  

So Ms Archer do you maintain that at the time you provided this letter to Mr Burke Broome Airport 
Corporation was already aware of its contents?---I wouldn’t say - I wouldn’t be able to tell you whether 
they were aware of the contents.  I never asked the shire whether they had shared this information with 
the Broome Airport Corporation . . .  

She did not ask the shire.  The shire gave this letter to her as a member of Parliament, who is supposed to have 
some standing and credibility and is supposed to deal with matters of confidentiality.  She did not say, “Do you 
mind if I give this to Brian Burke or to the Broome corporation?”  What would the shire have said?  It would 
have said no, and the Premier and the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure know that.  I hope the minister 
makes a contribution to the debate when I finish, because she should be outraged that Hon Shelley Archer has 
ferreted around her office and has leaked to Brian Burke, who was being paid to prepare a report, a confidential 
letter that the minister gave to the shire. 

I will tell members what happened to these letters.  Shelley Archer also gave Brian Burke another letter.  This 
needs to be read out in this chamber.  Page 994 of the CCC transcript states -  

Just going back there to that last document . . .  Would it concern you then that when Mr Burke and  
Mr Grill prepared a report, -  

That is the report for the Broome corporation -  

they virtually quoted verbatim from that letter?---I haven’t seen the report and I’m not aware of the 
report. 

I’m going to show it to you now . . .  It refers to an attached report and draft strategy from Mr Burke 
and himself, and we go on to the second page.  There is the first page of a four-page report.  Can we just 
go to the bottom of that page?  You see it refers to the first letter that you forwarded on to Mr Burke and 
it summarises the contents of that letter. 

It goes on to state that the letter -  

sheds even more light on the situation, inter alia, that letter discloses - . . .  

. . .  It’s a very concise summary of the contents of that second letter you forwarded on to Mr Burke. 

The Premier has left his seat; he is probably ashamed.  The fact is that Shelley Archer justified giving this letter 
to Mr Burke because she said that it would help her constituents.  She was asked by counsel about providing the 
letter to Mr Burke.  The transcript continues with her response -  

They’re not my clients.  I’m not there to look after them.  I’m there to look after the constituents. 

Who were you looking after then when you provided this letter to Mr Burke?---In my view I was 
looking after the interests of the constituents because most of those who had approached me in Broome 
wanted the airport moved . . .  

Why did she not ring her local paper and say that she had some great information and that she would like to do a 
story on it?  Why did she not publish it?  She did not.  She sneakily gave it to Brian Burke.  She betrayed the 
minister.  What is far worse in my opinion is that she has undermined the confidence of the business community 
in this state and people doing relations with this state.  She did it not only to Broome airport, but also to the 
pearling industry.  I will say something about her total arrogance.  Anyone who reads the transcript -  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan interjected. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The minister can speak when I have finished. 

Several members interjected. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  When Hon Shelley Archer was first called to give evidence she was asked what her 
friendship was with Brian Burke and Julian Grill.  Arrogantly, she said three times that it was not relevant to the 
proceedings.  Philip Urquhart, counsel for the Corruption and Crime Commission, said that he would decide 
what was relevant to the proceedings.  It is relevant to the proceedings.  The point is that she also undermined the 
pearling industry. 

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  They are all very quiet on that side; very quiet. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Murdoch! 
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Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan interjected. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  We will come back to the minister during her holidays. 

We are discussing a member of Parliament - 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!  One of the great problems with saying stupid things in this place, as the 
member for Murdoch just did, is that it incites interjections, as we have just witnessed.  It slows down and stops 
proceedings.  If an interjection adds to debate, it can be accepted.  Ones that do not and are designed to create 
mayhem are totally unacceptable, member for Murdoch. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I will read the house an example of how Hon Shelley Archer, who is supposed to be 
looking after her constituents, is actually running around doing work for paid lobbyists.  In a telephone call at 
page 1020 of the transcript she is recorded as speaking to Mr Burke.  They are discussing the pearling industry.  
The transcript states - 

BURKE: I was just gob smacked.  Are you gunna give him a ring?  

ARCHER: Yes I am absolutely.  

BURKE: Alright. Would you send me an email after you do?  

ARCHER: Yeah yep.  

BURKE: ‘Cause I’ve passed on  

ARCHER: …  

BURKE: to Kel Kel Brown what he said to you you see.  

. . .  

BURKE: and then send me an email telling what exactly what the score is and one other thing could 
you ring Kel Brown?  

ARCHER: Yeah sure.  

BURKE: Oh good.  

ARCHER: Yep no worries.  

BURKE: I just if you’d do those two things see I’ve gotta leave uh uh tonight, and  

. . .  

ARCHER: well I’ll let you know what happens.  

All through this she shows her slavish running around like a handmaiden after Brian Burke.  She also gets  
Mr Burke to write on her behalf letters concerning a small pearler, Mr Kel Brown.  Mr Burke has been hired by 
Mr Kel Brown.  He has hired his services to ensure that when her colleague, Minister Jon Ford, is doing a review 
of the industry - 

A government member interjected. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  She has got Mr Burke writing a letter.  It is mentioned at page 1013 of the transcript - 

We can see there is clearly a letter advancing - 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!  Member for Perth, once again that is an interjection uncalled for.  It 
interrupts the proceedings.   

I take this opportunity to apologise to the member for Murdoch.  My earlier comment was inappropriate and I 
withdraw that comment.  I apologise to the member for that statement. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I am trying to demonstrate that it is not enough for the Premier to say that Hon Shelley 
Archer’s actions are inappropriate.  I think they are politically corrupt.  As I said, Hon Shelley Archer got  
Mr Burke, a paid lobbyist, to write a letter for her on behalf of Mr Kel Brown.  It is at page 1013 of the 
transcript.  Counsel says - 

We can see there is clearly a letter advancing the interests of small producers like Mr Brown because 
your last paragraph or the last paragraph that seems to have been drafted by Mr Burke for you, “It is for 
that reason I earnestly request you seriously consider and accommodate the modest requirements of 
producers like Kel Brown.” 
. . .  
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But it’s all Mr Burke’s letter, isn’t it?- 

Hon Shelley Archer replies - 
It’s Mr Burke’s letter, my views, so get that right please.  

Counsel says - 
 Well, if it’s his views? 

She replies - 
They’re not his views, they’re my views.  

She just does not get it.  She just does not get the fact that she should not get a paid lobbyist to draft her letters.  
She said that he drafted the letter knowing full well her views.  She said - 

They are exactly my views.  
Counsel said - 

Is the answer to that question “Yes”? 
She said - 

Mr Burke wrote that letter for me as my mentor, as my friend and full well knowing my views on the 
matter.  

Hon Shelley Archer is morally blind.  She cannot see and refuses to see and stamps her foot and will not see.  
She is a member of Parliament; she has a very privileged position in this society.  She is stamping her foot and 
saying that she knows he is a paid lobbyist and that she knows he is writing a letter on behalf of his client who is 
paying him but that he is not writing it for that reason.  She says that he is writing it for her as her friend and 
mentor.  She needs to go because she has undermined business in this state.  Her sneaky, conniving actions have 
undermined business in this state.  That is why the Premier needs to get rid of her.  It is no good the Premier 
saying that there is not enough there; there is plenty of evidence that shows that she has, in my view, breached 
the Corruption and Crime Commission Act.  Forget the Corruption and Crime Commission Act, we are here as 
members of Parliament.  Does the Premier really want someone like that on his team?  Does the Premier really 
want someone like that ferreting around his ministers?  Because that is what she is still going to be able to do.  
What about poor old Minister Jon Ford? 
The SPEAKER:  Order!  This is an appropriate time in the member’s speech to have a break.  We will resume 
at two o’clock for question time and then resume this debate.  
[Continued on page 234.]  

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
 


